May 38, 2013
Dear Ms. Carline,

In front of our little house is a huge and beautiful Oak Tree. It is the only one on our property and we
love it. When Karla became a U.S. citizen we had a big party, and everyone who came over joined
hands around the tree to celebrate with us. When Hurricane Sandy blew through, the tree stood tall

and strong, flexible in the wind, it's roots deep and strong enough to withstand the great gusts. It's

hard to imagine that our wonderful tree was once just a little seedling, but if we were to peek inside
the tree we would see its first rings, and we would know. We'd also know what kind of nourishment

it had, which years had been plentiful ones and which had been lean.

We know that one day Leo will be like that tree. One day he'll be a fully grown man, standing on his
own. We know he will give good things to the world—love, care, creativity, thoughtfulness, and joy.
Those who meet him may wonder how he got that way. We'll tell them about when Leo was just a
seedling and the great teachers in Room 202 who were the first to nourish him and begin his
education outside his home. We'll tell them about you, Ms. Carline, and Mrs. Owings and Mrs. Nidia,
and the caring and engaging way you have instructed and accompanied him on his wonderful path of

education. The world has many teachers, but how many great ones are there?
Thank you for being so great with Leo and all the children. -

Thank you for seeing and encouraging the great tree in each little seedling.

With great appreciation,

Leo's Mom & Dad
Karla and Greg Ruggiero




I wanted to take . tell tohaveh_adyouasJames
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- foundation to get his formal education off to a great start. To be honest, I was quite worried
about that as I didn’t start liking school until the end of high school So you can understand why

I was concerned that James get off to an enJOyeble start. You helped him do just that. He has
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From Our Home to Yours,
Merry Christmas
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